
Mono Lake shorebird/waterfowl count 
August 25, 2001 
 
 
All parties began the count at their shoreline locations between 8:30 a.m.—9:15 a.m.  The last 
parties finished by approximately 5:00 p.m.   
 
The entire Mono Lake shoreline and the DeChambeau/County Ponds complex were surveyed 
with the exception of the shoreline around Gaines Island (Landbridge Island).  Mono Lake by 
boat was also included in the count this year.  A single transect across the southern half of the 
lake was traveled from west to east, from the DWP dock to Warm Springs.  Dr. Joseph Jehl 
was coincidentally on the lake this day and relayed his counts on phalarope species.  Joe Jehl 
reported a significant number of the Red-necked Phalaropes: 25,000 in the northern half of the 
lake (pelagic zone).   
 
Weather: Calm a.m., light winds in the late afternoon. Clear skies.  Temperatures varied 
between mid 60s to low 80s.   
 
A total of 43 species of waterbirds and raptors were counted, with a total of 40,606 individuals.   
 
• Thanks to all those that helped with the Fall, 2001 count: Jean Dillingham, Joel Ellis, 

Santiago Escruceria, Justin Hite, Steve Huckabone, Dr. Joseph Jehl, Jacqueline Levy, Dave 
Marquart, Paul McFarland, Bartshe Miller, Sally Miller, Kristie Nelson, Greg Reis, Kristen 
Sesser 

 
Next year’s count will be on August 24, 2002.   
 
Thanks again to all of you, hope to see you next year! 



Results: 
Mono Lake Fall Shorebird/Waterfowl Count 

August 25, 2001 
 
         
       

            

S P E C I E S  S P E C I E S  

P i e d - b i l l e d  G r e b e 1 S n o w y  P l o v e r 3 3

S e m i p a l m a t e d  P l o v e r 3

A m e r i c a n  W h i t e  P e l i c a n 4 K i l l d e e r 1 5 1

D o u b l e - c r e s t e d  C o r m o r a n t 1  

B l a c k - c r o w n e d  N i g h t  H e r o n 1 A m e r i c a n  A v o c e t 4 9 6 9

G r e a t  B l u e  H e r o n 5 B l a c k - n e c k e d  S t i l t 3 6

W h i t e - f a c e d  I b i s 1 7 W i l l e t 1

S p o t t e d  S a n d p i p e r 9

M a l l a r d 2 8 6 L o n g - b i l l e d  C u r l e w 3 4

G a d w a l l 2 7 2 M a r b l e d  G o d w i t 1 7

G r e e n - w i n g e d  T e a l 1 7 3 S a n d e r l i n g 1

N o r t h e r n  P i n t a i l 7 W e s t e r n  S a n d p i p e r 2 7 9

N o r t h e r n  S h o v e l e r 2 5 8 6 L e a s t  S a n d p i p e r 5 3

C i n n a m o n  T e a l 1 2 L e a s t / W e s t e r n  S a n d p i p e r 1 9 9

R e d h e a d 3 B a i r d ' s  S a n d p i p e r 1 2

C o m m o n  M e r g a n s e r 1 S h o r t - b i l l e d  D o w i t c h e r 3 7

R u d d y  D u c k 6 2 2 L o n g - b i l l e d  D o w i t c h e r 2 4

D u c k  s p e c i e s 1 1 8 7 D o w i t c h e r  s p e c i e s 1 1

C o m m o n  S n i p e 6

O s p r e y 7

N o r t h e r n  H a r r i e r 7 W i l s o n ' s  P h a l a r o p e 6 3 5

C o o p e r ' s  H a w k 1 R e d - n e c k e d  P h a l a r o p e 2 8 6 3 2

A m e r i c a n  K e s t r e l 2 1 P h a l a r o p e  s p e c i e s 1 6 7

 

V i r g i n i a  R a i l 1 0 B o n a p a r t e ' s  G u l l 3

A m e r i c a n  C o o t 5 1 R i n g - b i l l e d  G u l l 2

C a s p i a n  T e r n 4

F o r s t e r ' s  T e r n 1 3  
 
 
Notes, Remarks, and Observations   
 
• Total birds counted this year:  40,606   
• Total number of protocol species observed this year: 43 
• CALIFORNIA GULLS and EARED GREBES not recorded due to ongoing census efforts or research 
• Entire mainland shoreline of Mono Lake surveyed between 8:30AM and 5:00PM (including DeChambeau, County Ponds, and 

Mono Lake by boat)  EXCEPT shoreline of Gaines Island (Landbridge Island).   
• Weather: sunny, warm (65-low80sF), light breeze in afternoon.   
• Lake Level: 6383’ 
• Participants/data contributors: Jean Dillingham, Joel Ellis, Santiago Escruceria, Justin Hite, Steve Huckabone, Dr. Joseph Jehl, 

Jacqueline Levy, Dave Marquart, Paul McFarland, Bartshe Miller, Sally Miller, Kristie Nelson, Greg Reis, Kristen Sesser 


