




































































































CHAPTER 6

CONSOLIDATION AND MERGER: 1943-PRESENT

In the years following 1943, the power plants at Rush and Lee Vining creeks
continued to operate and to see improvement, but their history was largely
overshadowed by events taking place in the corporate world of California Electric

, Power Company. In the 1940s and 1950s, California Electric Power Company, or
"Calectric" as company employees called it, gradually sold off bits and pieces of the
old Nevada-California Electric Corporation system in an effort to consolidate its
holdings and concentrate on servicing its customers. In 1964, Calectric merged into
Southern California Edison Company, which further streamlined the old
Nevada-California Electric Corporation system. Throughout this period, Rush and
Lee Vining creeks power plants continued to be a vital part of both companies'
systems, and numerous improvements were made to the plants, increasing their
overall efficiency.

The sale of the Imperial and Coachella valleys service area in 1943 was the
first of a series of sales by California Electric Power Company over the next two
decades that signalled the break-up of the old system. In April 1948, Calectric sold
off its Yuma utility service to the Arizona Edison Company, which in turn sold it to
the Arizona Public Service a year later (Myers 1983:137). In 1954, Calectric sold its
Interstate Telegraphy Company subsidiary to the newly incorporated California
Interstate Telephone Company, which began independent operations in March of that
year (Anonymous 1964:n.p.). Two years later, Calectric abandoned the Imperial
Valley ice plants, retained after the sale of the power system to the Imperial
Irrigation District. Finally, in 1960, Calectric sold its northwestern Baja California
service territory to the Mexican government's Commision Federal de' Electricidad
(Myers 1983:137).

In the years after World War II, even though a sizable portion of its service
area had been sold, Calectric was struggling to find ways to meet consumer demands
due to the rapidly. growing California population. The company felt that there were
no streams capable of supporting hydroelectric development within its production
area (Electrical West 1962:n.p.). Thus, Calectric was forced to enter contracts with
other utility companies for the purchase of additional power at great expense. In
the 1950s, to help improve its service, the company launched a steam-plant building
program in southern California. In addition to steam plants, Calectric constructed
new transmission lines which ran to Crowley Lake (1951), the Hot Creek Hatchery
(1952-53), and Mammoth Mountain Resort area (1957) (Anonymous [1961]:46).

By the 1960s, Calectric had gone through considerable changes from its old
Nevada-California Electric Corporation days. As of 1962, the company was
operating 8,129 miles of transmission and distribution lines, 262 substations, and
serviced an area of approximately 52,203 square miles. The company had divided
this system into 13 separate districts, and had operating revenues of $36,298,977 and
assets of $175 million (Electrical West 1962). When Southern California Edison
Company and Calectric came together in 1964, the merger was one of the largest,
most complex ever to take place (Myers 1983:207).
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Under Southern California Edison Company, the old Nevada-California
Electric Corporation was further dismantled, as the company consolidated its
holdings and broadened its service area. J.!L..l..2.P.t Southern California Edison
Company sold the old Nevada service area to Sierra Pacific Power Company (Myers
1983:138). This sale meant that the area which once sparked the original
developments at Rush and Lee Vining creeks was no longer a part of the power
system. Regardless, the sale proved to be a wise decision by Southern California
Edison Company, which was able in the 1970s and 1980s to increase its consumers
while operating in a service area smaller than that of Calectric in the 1960s. By
1983, Southern California Edison Company was the third largest investor-owned
utility in the United States, providing service to a population of more than nine
million people in an area measuring 50,000 square miles and encompassing all or part
of 14 central and southern California counties (Myers 1983:8).

Throughout the years that Calectric controlled the Rush and Lee Vining Creek
plants, the company continued to operate and, in many cases, to improve the
system. At Rush Creek, only minor repairs and changes were made to the plant,
which continued to run efficiently, producing 10,000 kilowatts. At the Lee Vining
Creek plants more significant changes took place. In 1943, the power generating
equipment was finally removed from the Lee Vining No. 3 plant, which was then
converted into a substation (Wills 1940:letter).

.In 1952, 13 of the 17 steel impulse buckets of the Poole plant's impulse
turbines were r.e.pla~ in a little over a month's time at a cost of $30,000 (Edwards
n.d.:3O-32).JJLJ!~, the intake chamber of Saddlebag dam was partially
reconstructed and repaired (California Electric Power Company 1953:Drawing
#363-11). In the 23 years that Calectric employees operated the Rush and Lee
Vining creeks plants and substation, they worked hard to maintain efficiency and
improved the overall system.

When Southern California Edison Company took control of the Rush and Lee
Vining developments in 1964, the company continued efforts to make the plants
more efficient. Numerous changes were made, particularly to the Rush Creek plant,
developing additional plant capacity and energy. In 1983, Southern California Edison
Company initiated a project to replace one of the two old turbines (Unit 1) at the
Rush Creek plant with a new two-jet horizontal shaft impulse turbine of modern
design (Maurel 1983:2). This project was approved, and plans were made to \\.I

complete the work by 1986 (SCE 1983)._InJ9,~ 12 feet of the outlet pipe at Rush 1-- v, '.
Creek Meadows Reservoir broke loose~~,!~~=!~pJE.f~.QJ~.cE 1985:~.). Southern /j'~\Y
California Edison Company continued to maintain the same high standards for the
Rush and Lee Vining plants and substation as had Calectric before them.

Conclusion

As can been seen by this overview, the history of several hydroelectric
generating plants located in the upper reaches of the eastern Sierra Nevada
Mountains at Rush and Lee Vining creeks must be considered significant. The
construction and engineering of the plants was representative of high-head
hydroelectric projects in California. From the early struggle of James Stuart CJ;Jin
and Delos Allen Chappell to capitalize and develop tb~:t1uldI:~lUll~J:~Q~.9f-ihe
Moae--Basin·area,.. developments at Rush and Lee Vining creeks have been atthe
forefront of local and regional history. Through the years, the plants' developments
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have been connected with events in the mining districts of Nevada, with agricultural
developments in Imperial and Coachella valleys, and with the City of Los Angeles'
fight to provide water for its residents.
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