



























































































































































Under Southern California Edison Company, the old Nevada-California
Electric Corporation was further dismantled, as the company consolidated its
holdings and broadened its service area. In 1969, Southern California Edison
Company sold the old Nevada service area to Sierra Pacific Power Company (Myers
1983:138). This sale meant that the area which once sparked the original
developments at Rush and Lee Vining creeks was no longer a part of the power
system. Regardless, the sale proved to be a wise decision by Southern California
Edison Company, which was able in the 1970s and 1980s to increase its consumers
while operating in a service area smaller than that of Calectric in the 1960s. By
1983, Southern California Edison Company was the third largest investor-owned
utility in the United States, providing service to a population of more than nine
million people in an area measuring 50,000 square miles and encompassing all or part
of 14 central and southern California counties (Myers 1983:8).

Throughout the years that Calectric controlled the Rush and Lee Vining Creek
plants, the company continued to operate and, in many cases, to improve the
system. At Rush Creek, only minor repairs and changes were made to the plant,
which continued to run efficiently, producing 10,000 kilowatts. At the Lee Vining
Creek plants more significant changes took place. In 1943, the power generating
equipment was finally removed from the Lee Vining No. 3 plant, which was then
_converted into a substation (Wills 1940:letter).

In 1952, 13 of the 17 steel impulse buckets of the Poole plant's impulse
turbines were replaced in a little over a month's time at a cost of $30,000 (Edwards
n.d.:30-32). JIn_ 1953, the intake chamber of Saddlebag dam was partially
reconstructed and repau'ed (California Electric Power Company 1953:Drawing
#363-11). In the 23 years that Calectric employees operated the Rush and Lee
Vining creeks plants and substation, they worked hard to maintain efficiency and
improved the overall system.

- When Southern California Edison Company took control of the Rush and Lee
Vining developments in 1964, the company continued efforts to make the plants
more efficient. Numerous changes were made, particularly to the Rush Creek plant,
developing additional plant capacity and energy. In 1983, Southern California Edison
Company initiated a project to replace one of the two old turbines (Unit 1) at the
Rush Creek plant with a new two-jet horizontal shaft impulse turbine of modern
design (Maurel 1983:2). This project was approved, and plans were made to \o
complete the work by 1986 (SCE 1983). In 1984, 12 feet of the outlet pipe at Rush 4, \
Creek Meadows Reservoir broke loose and was replaced (SCE 1985:n.p.). Southern 4%
California Edison Company continued to maintain the same high standards for the
Rush and Lee Vining plants and substation as had Calectric before them.

Conclusion

As can been seen by this overview, the history of several hydroelectric
generating plants located in the upper reaches of the eastern Sierra Nevada
Mountains at Rush and Lee Vining creeks must be considered significant. The
construction and engmeenng of the plants was representative of high-head
hydroelectric projects in California. From the early struggle of James Stuart Cain
and Delos Allen Chappell to capitalize and develop the hydraulic resources of the
Mono-Basin- area,-developments at Rush and Lee Vining creeks have been at the
forefront of local and regional history. Through the years, the plants' developments
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have been connected with events in the mining districts of Nevada, with agriculturai
developments in Imperial and Coachella valleys, and with the City of Los Angeles'
fight to provide water for its residents.
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